Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000100130043-9

STAT

CHATTANOOGA TIMES (TN)
14 JANUARY 1983

:“Rbs'szﬁ'%iﬁngW.’on’iAﬁect Talks
.On Arms Control, CIA Official Says

‘By Dave Flessner
Times Neaff Writer

President Reagan’s dismissal of arms control
negotiator Eugene V. Rostow will not alter the
United States’ negotiations with the Soviet Union
on limiting medium-range missiles in Europe
and reducing American and Soviet strategic
weapons, a military intelligence officer gaid here -
Thursday. .

“1 don’t think Mr. Rostow’s removal will have
much of an effect on our arms control talks,” US.
Navy Rear Adm. Edward A. Burkhalter Jr. told :
reporters following a luncheon speech to the
Chattanooga Rotary Club. “Our two principal !
leaders (Gen. Edward Rowny and ‘Ambassador |
Paul Nitze) are still in place and I have a great !
deal of respect and confidence in these gentle- |
men. It's clear that Secretary (of State )

- Shultz is the president’s principal architect of
arms control policy, and that's asit should be.”.
* In‘the current negotiations with the Soviets on
reducing ‘misgiles in"Europe, Nitze lias indicated

, path_ﬁ—ﬁén over thAe“past- 18 &z:i}s. to

achieve dominance throughout the
worid.” ,

The recent election of Yuri V. An-
dropov as Soviet leader has not altered
the Soviet’s military commitment,
Burkhalter said. o

“The Soviet leadership really hasn't
changed very much,” he said. “The hie-
rarchy that brought Andropovto power
is the same hierarchy that brought Mr.
Brezhnev to power and they serve.the
same constituency.” L

Burkhalter said Ahdropov’s recent of-
fers to disinantle much of the Warsaw
Pact nations’ missiles in exchange for
arms reductions by Westernnations
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divide the United States-from its West-
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“You have :to;hé very «careful ‘in re-
viewing any

new” and are intended to :

pew proposal - Mr, An-:

the United States will deploy a new generation of -dropov .ma be making,” he said: “We
missiles to counter Russia’s SS-20 missiles, which " have to myke sure any agreements we -
. Burkhalter called “the most destabilizing forcein  maye are not only equitable, but verifia-
. Europe today.” " =TS ot T Thlem BT T T e T
.the Central Intelligence Agency, said the Soviet ~ , = =
Vifiildup in Eastern Europe and -“adventurism halter said that during the 1970s, “we
#:throughout the Third World” underscore the com- mlybelhex;d,o? r:qw:x dzfe!gee spending-
. o . e el . - sy, '\ ; o X Tin massi‘e
. munist pation’s SIDCle-mlndd lwl;ﬁgm bmldup prope ’.by P .dent i
. *The administration’s concentration f
on. strengthening our military is for |
£ood reason,” he said. “The threat to us |
l&om'tbe Soviets today is one of the
greatest in our 200-year history.” -
- Burkhalter;said the Soviet Union now
speads from-12 to 14 percent of its gress !
/national product on defense, more than |
“twice the level of the United States:"And
despite Russia's deteriorating econ
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trying to divide the West” bhe said.
They've moved into areas deserted by .)
the British and French in Africa and the
Middle East. And they've taken advan-
tage of political unrest and turmoil to |
move into the countries closer to us in

CONTINUZEDY!

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000100130043-9



